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-i House and Senate negotiators 

'found themselves at loggerheads 
' yesterday over differing proposals 
.for replenishing Pentagon coffers 
drained by U.S. military operations 
in Haiti, Somalia, Rwanda and Bos- 
nia. 

I The dispute centered *on Senate 
insistence that the costs of the oper- 
■ ations be fully offset by savings from 
cuts in lower-priority programs. 

Although the $3.2 billion House 
version provides an equal amount of 
cuts in long-term spending commit- 
. ments, $1.4 billion of the cuts are in 
non-defense programs. The House 
bill also would add $251 million to 
, the deficit in the current fiscal year, 
'f The House bill not only pays for 
‘ the peacekeeping operations but also 
'adds some $670 million for the Pen- 
tagon’s military readiness funds. 

The $1.9 billion Senate version is 
fuHy offset by savings within the De- 
fense Department. 

“Thank God for the U.S. Senate,” 
■said Rep. David R. Obey (D-Wis.). 
“Their bill has the virtue of being ful- 
ly offset and fully paid for.” 
a Rep. C.W. Bill Young (R-Fla.), 
■wno chairs the House Appropria- 
tions defense subcommittee, made a 
strong pitch for the more generous 
House measure. He said that be- 
cause of the peacekeeping costs, the 


Army was being forced to dip into 
training money that is not Supposed 1 
to be spent until July. 

The Pentagon has said it must 
have the replenishment funds by 
March 31, and Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
(D-Hawaii) warned that it would “rip 
the hide off” the military if the Pen- 
tagon had to absorb peacekeeping 
expenses without new funds. 

But he also said the White House 
should learn from its present fiscal 
predicament to make sure it can get 
financing for such operations in ad- 
vance of undertaking them. 

House and Senate negotiators 
must also resolve sharp differences 
over issues not directly related to 
defense. The Senate has asked for 
$275 million in debt relief for Jor- 
dan, while the House has requested 
none in the defense supplemental bill 
and is asking only $50 million in a 
separate spending bill. 

In addition to the $1.9 billion in 
defense spending commitments cut 
by the Senate to offset peacekeeping 
costs, the Senate also proposed cuts 
of $1.5 billion in non-defense pro- 
grams, with the savings to go to def- 
icit reduction. 

The Senate yesterday took up a 
separate and much larger appropria- 
tions bill that would cut $13.5 billion 
of non-defense programs approved 
by previous Congresses, but for 
which the money has not been spent. 

By a vote of 68 to 32, it rejected 
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an amendment by Sen. Barbara A. 
Mikulski (D-Md.) to make a 1.72 
percent across-the-board cut in all 
but a few high-priority programs to 
finance disaster relief for California 
and other states. Mikulski charged 
that the $6.7 billion in disaster aid in 
the Senate bill was coming mainl y 
from low-income housing accounts. 

By 99 to 0, the Senate also ap- 
proved an amendment by Sen. Rob- 
ert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) requiring all 
savings in the spending cuts package 
to be allocated to deficit reduction. 

In rejecting the idea of using any 
of the savings to offset revenue lost 
by a tax cut, Byrd said, “The time 
for feel-good politics is over.” 

Republican leaders are consider- 
ing splicing together the big spend- 
ing cuts measure and the smaller de- 
fense supplemental bill, with an eye 
to improving chances of avoiding a 
veto by President Clinton. 

The president presumably would 
find it more difficult to veto a bill 
containing the Pentagon funds he 
wants, even if he disapproves of the 
measure’s deep cuts in low-income 
programs, some GOP strategists 
have argued. 

But others say that the defense 
bill needs to be expedited and note 
that Clinton might balk at vetoing 
the big spending cuts package ulti- 
mately, because it contains billions 
of dollars in disaster aid for Califor- 
nia, which will be a key state in next 
year’s presidential race. 



